Swiss Oath
Pledge for medical doctors
In practicing the medical profession I commit to act as follows:
•
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•
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•
•
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I practice my profession to the best of my knowledge and conscience and assume
responsibility for my acting.
I regard the wellbeing of the patients as a priority and avert any avoidable damage to them.
I respect the rights of the patients, adhere primarily to their will, and respect their needs as
well as their interests.
I treat the patients without any discrimination1 and adhere to the physician-patient
confidentiality.
I meet the patients with goodwill and take the time necessary attending to their concerns
(and the concerns of their relatives).
I talk to the patients honestly and comprehensively and support them making their own
decisions.
I treat the patients according the art of medical practice, the actual standards, and within the
limits of my abilities; I do not exploit them for career reasons or other purposes, and do not
impose any treatment on them that would not be acceptable for me or the people closest to
me.
I practice medicine appropriately and within the scope of my own possibilities, and I only
recommend or take measures that make sense.
I preserve my integrity and do not accept any kind of payment or other benefits, particularly
with regards to referrals of patients; I do not enter into any contract that oblige me to provide
certain quantities of services or to neglect such ones.
I behave correctly and truthfully towards my professional colleagues, share with them my
knowledge and experience, and respect their decisions and actions as far as they are
consistent with the ethical and scientific standards of our profession.

«Without discrimination» means: without discrimination based on gender, disability, religion, sexual orientation, political
affiliation, ethnic origin, social or insurance status and nationality.

